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Saving Lives
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520-845-2439     sansimonfire.ssfd@gmail.com

San Simon Fire District
Regular Meeting
Tuesday, October 28, 2025

1. CALL TO ORDER:
Clerk Fickett called the meeting to order at 6:07 pm, at the San Simon Fire Station, 2249 W. Firehouse Lane, San Simon, AZ 85632.

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Clerk Fickett led the Pledge of Allegiance.

3. ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS:

Governing Board:	
Chairperson Vaccant
Clerk of the Board Pati Fickett – Present
Board Member Fernando Guzman - Present

Administration:
Chief John Novak – Present
Captain Heather Lentz - Absent
Wildland Division/Vol. Admin. Assistant Chief Chris Anthis – Absent

	Firefighters/Support:	
Michele Larned	Chuck Fickett
Michael Craft		Diane Parker
	
	Guests:
Paul Ranbo		Lesti Webster
		Norma Lee Helton	Raynah McFarland
George Garris		Judy White
Mike Chesteen	Rebeca Phifer
Bri Ortez		Dan Keil
Lena Keil		
		Donna Aversa, SSFD Attorney, attended via phone.
	
4. CALL TO PUBLIC:
Judy White: Enquiring number of District Volunteers.
Mike Chasteen: Upset about complainers.
Lesti Webster: Thanked the Board Members and Volunteers.  Optimistic about the future of SSFD.  Thanked those who have helped feed the out-of-town volunteers.

5. CONSENT AGENDA:
A. APPROVE MEETING MINUTES:
a. Regular Meeting September 30, 2025
Mr. Guzman moved to approve the meeting minutes for September 30, 2025, as presented.
Mrs. Fickett seconded the motion.
Motion Passed
	Voting
	Aye
	Nay
	Abstain
	Absent

	Vacant
	
	
	
	

	Mrs. Fickett
	X
	
	
	

	Mr. Guzman
	X
	
	
	



B. CHIEF’S REPORT:
16 calls in September: 3 ALS, 5 BLS, 1 cancelled call, 1 public assist, 2 vehicle fires, 1 smoke investigation, 2 mutual aid cancelled call and 1 mutual aid ALS call.

The new engine is in service.  Most of our members are qualified on it.  It attended it’s first call, a semi-truck fire. 

Volleyball standby at the school continues.

Chaptain Lentz and I received a Citizenship Award from the San Simon First and Second grade class.  Their teacher is Michelle Ludwig.

We received some home-made art for the fire station from Don Gray.

C. ASSISTANT CHIEF REPORT:
Assistant Chief Anthis is absent.

D. FINANCIAL REPORT – PREPARED BY MUNICIPAL ACCOUNTS & CONSULTING, L.P., CLERK FICKETT, FOR REVIEW/DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION:
1. Municipal Accounts & Consulting, L.P. report dated September 30, 2025.	
Clerk Fickett provided Summary of SSFD Fund Balances for October 28,2025
[bookmark: _Hlk210491025][bookmark: _Hlk207356399]County M&O Account Balance		 $   90,451.36
	  Less-Outstanding Warrants		($   13,837.12)
	 Available Cash – M&O Account				$ 76,614.24

County – Wildland Fire Account Balance			$120,456.59
County – Reserve Account Balance				$123,215.63

Chase Bank – Payroll Account Balance			$   16,053.36
	
	Total Balance of SSFD Fund Accounts					$336,339.82
	(Cash Available On This Day, October 28, 2025)
	Mr. Guzman moved to accept financial reports for September 2025 as presented.
	Mrs. Fickett seconded the motion.
	Motion Passed	
	[bookmark: _Hlk210499350]Voting
	Aye
	Nay
	Abstain
	Absent

	Vacant
	
	
	
	

	Mrs. Fickett
	X
	
	
	

	Mr. Guzman
	X
	
	
	



2. August 2025 Financials for Approval/Disapproval:
Mr. Guzman moved to approved the August 2025 financials as presented at the September 30, 2025 meeting.
Mrs. Fickett seconded the motion.
Motion Passed
	Voting
	Aye
	Nay
	Abstain
	Absent

	Vacant
	
	
	
	

	Mrs. Fickett
	X
	
	
	

	Mr. Guzman
	X
	
	
	



6. NEW BUSINESS - REVIEW/DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION OF THE FOLLOWING ITEMS:
A. RESIGNATION OF R. C. RENOLDS:
Chief Novak received a letter from Board Member R. C. Reynolds, dated October 20, 2025 resigning his position on the San Simon Fire District Board of Directors, effective immediately.

7. POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR LEGAL ADVICE; The Board may vote to go into executive session on any agenda item, pursuant to ARS §38-431.03 (A.3) for legal advice with the District’s attorney on matter as set forth in the agenda item.  The following topics and any variables thereto, will be subject to Board consideration, discussion, and possible action.

A. EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR LEGAL ADVICE FOR ITEM 6-A:
Mr. Guzman moved to enter Executive Session.
Mrs. Fickett seconded the motion.
Motion Passed
	[bookmark: _Hlk210501235]Voting
	Aye
	Nay
	Abstain
	Absent

	Vacant
	
	
	
	

	Mrs. Fickett
	X
	
	
	

	Mr. Guzman
	X
	
	
	


	The Board entered Executive Session at 6:30 pm.
	Entered open meeting at 6:40 pm.
Note: Executive Sessions are confidential pursuant to ARS §38-431.03.C.

	After conferring with the District’s Attorney, the San Simon Fire District Governing Board 
will in compliance with ARS § 48-803 (B) seek to fill the position vacated by R. C. Reynolds October 20, 2025.  The attached Vacancy Announcement will be posted on October 29, 2025 to instruct community members on the procedure to apply for the vacancy.  Deadline for applying is November 20, 2025 at 4:00 pm.

8. SET TIME AND DATE FOR NEXT MEETING: Tuesday November 25, 2025, at 6:00 pm.

9. ADJOURN:
Clerk Fickett adjourned the meeting at 6:48  pm.



Submitted Respectfully By:  Pati Fickett


________________________________________           ________________
           Patricia Fickett, Clerk of the Board                                    Date
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VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

NOTICE OF SAN SIMON FIRE DISTRICT BOARD VACANCY – The San Simon Fire District (SSFD) Board of Directors is seeking a community minded individual to fill a current vacancy on their three-member board.  The term of the position expires in December of 2028.  This is a voluntary unpaid position.  Regular Board meetings are held on the last Tuesday of each month, with additional meetings called during the year as necessary to conduct District business.

Qualifications:

· Must be a qualified elector of the San Simon Fire District and remain so during duration of term. A.R.S. § 48-802 D (2) – Must be addressed in applicants’ letter of intent.
· Must reside within the San Simon Fire District boundaries for a minimum of one year previous to appointment and for the duration of the term. – Must be addressed in applicants’ letter of intent.
· Must be at least 18 years of age.
· Attend and actively participate at fire board meetings, work sessions, public hearings and special events as needed.
· Be a respectable representative of the San Simon Fire District.
· Accept, respect, and support the Board’s majority decisions; recognize authority is vested in the Board as a group and not individuals.
· Recognize the Board’s job is to ensure the Fire District is well managed, not to manage the Operations of the Fire District.
· Develop an understanding of how Fire Districts operate.
· Complete the Statutory Training within 12 months of appointment per A.R.S. § 48-803(H).

To be considered for this vacancy on the San Simon Fire District’s Board of Directors, please submit a resume and a letter of intent, stating why you would like to be appointed to this position and addressing the qualifications of being a resident and qualified elector of the San Simon Fire District as stated above.  Mail or hand deliver letter of intent along with resume to:

(Mailing Address) San Simon Fire District, PO Box 244, San Simon, AZ 85632
(Physical Address) San Simon Fire District Fire Station, 2249 W. Firehouse Lane, San Simon, AZ

DEADLINE FOR SUBMITTING LETTER OF INTENT AND RESUME:
NOV. 20, 2025, 4:00PM
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