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Dedicated to:
Calming Fears
Easing Minds
Saving Lives
)San Simon Fire District
PO Box 244   -   2249 W. Firehouse Lane
San Simon, AZ  85632
520-845-2439     sansimonfire.ssfd@gmail.com

San Simon Fire District
Regular Meeting
Tuesday, November 25, 2025

1. CALL TO ORDER:
Clerk Fickett called the meeting to order at 6:04 pm, at the San Simon Fire Station, 2249 W. Firehouse Lane, San Simon, AZ 85632.

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Clerk Fickett led the Pledge of Allegiance.

3. ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS:

Governing Board:	
Chairperson Vacant
Clerk of the Board Pati Fickett – Present
Board Member Fernando Guzman - Present

Administration:
Chief John Novak – Present
Captain Heather Lentz - Absent
Wildland Division/Vol. Admin. Assistant Chief Chris Anthis – Present (Late)

	Firefighters/Support:	
Michele Larned	Chuck Fickett
		Diane Parker
	
	Guests:
Rebeca Phifer		Lesti Webster
		Mike Chesteen	Ashley Peterson
		Paula Nichol
		Donna Aversa, SSFD Attorney, attended via phone.
	
4. CALL TO PUBLIC:
Lesti Webster: Commented positively regarding SSFD’s funds and expressed disappointment with the individuals who continue the social media attack on SSFD.

5. CONSENT AGENDA:
A. APPROVE MEETING MINUTES:
a. Regular Meeting October 28, 2025
Mr. Guzman moved to approve the meeting minutes for October 28, 2025, as presented.
Mrs. Fickett seconded the motion.
Motion Passed
	Voting
	Aye
	Nay
	Abstain
	Absent

	Vacant
	
	
	
	

	Mrs. Fickett
	X
	
	
	

	Mr. Guzman
	X
	
	
	



6. REPORTS:

A. CHIEF’S REPORT:
a. Operations
21 calls in October: 1 ALS, 1 BLS, 3 Cancelled Calls, 7 Public Assist, 1 Motor Vehicle Collision, 1 Vehicle Fire, 1 Mutual Aid Cancelled Call and 1 Mutual Aid Motor Vehicle Collision.

We provided medical stand-by for the high school volleyball payoffs.

Basketball season has begun, and we will be providing medical stand-by for these games.

We participated in the fall carnival and judged the costumes.  Michele made up some great prizes to which Pati donated some items.

We hosted Trick-or-Treat at the Fire Station.

The Brush Trucks have been winterized.

Half of our SCBA’s have been sent to United Fire for annual Servicing and flow testing.

We have a new volunteer.  He is part of the CTE Program at the San Simon High School and plans on pursuing a career in wild land firefighting.

B. ASSISTANT CHIEF REPORT:
Assistant Chief Anthis – In route to meeting, experiencing vehicle problems.

C. FINANCIAL REPORT – PREPARED BY MUNICIPAL ACCOUNTS & CONSULTING, L.P., CLERK FICKETT, FOR REVIEW/DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION:
1. Municipal Accounts & Consulting, L.P. report dated October 31, 2025.	

Clerk Fickett provided Summary of SSFD Fund Balances for November 25, 2025
[bookmark: _Hlk210491025][bookmark: _Hlk207356399]
County M&O Account Balance		 $ 150,355.32
	  Less-Outstanding Warrants		($   27,263.65)
	 Available Cash – M&O Account				$123,091.24 

County – Wildland Fire Account Balance			$120,684.24
County – Reserve Account Balance				$123,469.67

Chase Bank – Payroll Account Balance			$    8,087.26
	
	Total Balance of SSFD Fund Accounts					$375,332.89
	(Cash Available On This Day, November 25, 2025)
	Mr. Guzman moved to accept financial reports for October 2025 as presented.
	Mrs. Fickett seconded the motion.
	Motion Passed	
	[bookmark: _Hlk210499350]Voting
	Aye
	Nay
	Abstain
	Absent

	Vacant
	
	
	
	

	Mrs. Fickett
	X
	
	
	

	Mr. Guzman
	X
	
	
	



7. NEW BUSINESS - REVIEW/DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION OF THE FOLLOWING ITEMS:
A. Letter(s) of interest received for appointment to open Fire Board Position:
San Simon Fire District received one letter of interest for consideration to the appointment of the vacant board member position as posted after the September 28, 2025, board meeting.  Board Member Guzman opened the letter, form Ashley Peterson and Chief Novak read it to the board and public, expressing her interest to be appointed to fill the vacancy on the San Simon Fire District’s Governing Board.  Mrs. Peterson letter verified she has lived in the SSFD for more than a year was accompanied by a resume.
Mrs. Peterson was asked if she would like to make a statement and she again expressed her interest and stated she is a qualified voter of the SSFD.
Mr. Guzman moved to appoint Ashley Peterson to fill the San Simon Fire District Governing Board vacancy which terminates in 2028.
Mrs. Fickett seconded the motion.
Motion Passed
	Voting
	Aye
	Nay
	Abstain
	Absent

	Vacant
	
	
	
	

	Mrs. Fickett
	X
	
	
	

	Mr. Guzman
	X
	
	
	


Chief Novak administered the Oath Of Office to Ashley Peterson subsequent to the vote.  Everyone congratulated Mrs. Peterson, and she joined the meeting as the newly appointed SSFD Board Member.

B. POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR LEGAL ADVICE; The Board may vote to go into executive session on any agenda item, pursuant to ARS §38-431.03 (A.3) for legal advice with the District’s attorney on matter as set forth in the agenda item.  The following topics and any variables thereto, will be subject to Board consideration, discussion, and possible action.

No Session was called for.

C. Presentation by Nick Ponder of Southline Corporation of donation to the San Simon Fire District and possible acceptance by Board.

Mrs. Fickett called for a 10-minute pause in the meeting at 6:26pm to allow Chief Novak to contact Mr. Ponder.  Meeting resumed at 6:36pm.

Due to conflicts, Mr. Ponder requested rescheduling the presentation to a later date.

D. Use of, gov website and email address for the executive team and administrative needs:
Assistant Chief Anthis has been working with Google Work Space on attaining permission for the San Simon Fire District to use the .gov domain on its website and attain .gov email for the executive team and for administrative needs.
Although emails such as Gmail, Hotmail, etc. are legal forms of email, government agencies are encouraged to use .gov websites and emails to build public trust, ensure security, and provide a clear, authoritative online presence. The .gov domain is a unique identifier for official government entities, which helps citizens verify they are accessing legitimate and secure information and services, rather than potentially fraudulent ones.
Assistant Chief Anthis estimates the need for approximately 8 email addresses at an estimated cost of $25.00 per month each.
Mrs. Peterson moved to approve Assistant Chief Anthis to continue to investigate the cost and access of issuing .gov emails to the executive team and to address administrative needs.
Mr. Guzman seconded the motion.
Motion Passed
	[bookmark: _Hlk210501235]Voting
	Aye
	Nay
	Abstain
	Absent

	Mrs. Peterson
	X
	
	
	

	Mrs. Fickett
	X
	
	
	

	Mr. Guzman
	X
	
	
	


	
E. SET TIME AND DATE FOR NEXT MEETING: Monday, December 29, 2025, at 6:00 pm.

F. ADJOURN:
Clerk Fickett adjourned the meeting at 6:53 pm.



Submitted Respectfully By:  Pati Fickett


________________________________________           ________________
           Patricia Fickett, Clerk of the Board                                    Date
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